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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 22-23, 25-26, 28-29, 34-35 and 39-40, amend the remaining 
claims as follows. 

1 . (Currently amended) A method by which a multimedia message is transcoded en 
route from a sending terminal via a messaging server to a receiving terminal, the method 
comprising: 

a user agent of the sending terminal inserting, into the multimedia message, media 
characteristics of the multimedia message sufficient in detail to enable determining 
whether the multimedia message should be transcoded to accommodate multimedia 
capabilities of the receiving terminal, wherein the media characteristics of the multimedia 
message comprise at least one of the following: a number of frames, a a^x ^ " , , 
* ^ tM-or a sampling rate of audio content, wherein the multimedia rt-xv \ -k^ \ 

- * OQd^x^on..arrd.M..nied)a c'' araciensi cs o f Itm.m.l- ■ x .> 
0 ess i }e are -iserted into a f ield in the header portion of the multimedia message and 

the messaging server reading the media characteristics of the multimedia message 
and deciding whether the multimedia message should be transcoded based only on a 
comparison of the inserted media characteristics of the multimedia message and actual or 
assumed multimedia capabilities of the receiving terminal. 

2. (Previously presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein the messaging server 
sends the multimedia message to a transcoding server if transcoding is needed, and the 
transcoding server uses the inserted media characteristics of the multimedia message to 
itself decide if transcoding is needed. 
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3. (Previously presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein the messaging server 
sends the multimedia message to a transcoding server if transcoding is needed, and the 
transcoding server uses the inserted media characteristics of the multimedia message to 
itself decide which parts of the multimedia message need transcoding. 

4. (Previously presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein the messaging server 
determines, from the inserted media characteristics of the multimedia message, which parts 
of the multimedia message need transcoding and sends the multimedia message to a 
transcoding server if transcoding is needed for any message part, and includes in the 
multimedia message an indication of which parts of the multimedia message need 
transcoding. 

5. (Previously presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein the messaging server 
determines, from the inserted media characteristics of the multimedia message, which parts 
of the multimedia message need transcoding and sends only those message parts requiring 
transcoding to a transcoding server. 

6. (Previously presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein the transcoding is 
performed based on a comparison of the inserted media characteristics and the actual or 
assumed multimedia capabilities of the receiving terminal, without performing an analysis of 
the multimedia message to determine whether transcoding is needed. 
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7. (Previously presented) A method as in claim 6, wherein the transcoding is 
performed without also performing even an analysis to determine which parts of the 
multimedia message need to be transcoded. 

8. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 1 , wherein the user agent inserts the 
media characteristics of the multimedia message into 1 3 3 field in the header of the 
multimedia message. 

9. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 1 , wherein the user agent inserts the 
media characteristics of the multimedia message into the a-header-field in the body of the 
multimedia message. 

1 0. (Previously presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein the media characteristics 
of the multimedia message include image and video resolution, or number of frames and 
frame rate of visual content, or sampling rate of audio content. 
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1 1 . (Currently amended) A sending terminal, comprising a processor configured to: 

determine media characteristics of a multimedia message sufficient in detail to 

enable a messaging terminal to determine whether the multimedia message should be 

transcoded based only on a comparison of actual or assumed multimedia capabilities of a 

receiving terminal and the inserted media characteristics, wherein the media 

characteristics of the multimedia message comprise at least one of the following: a number 

of frames or a sampling rate of audio content whur N hu 

- : ^ a message has a hea der portion and a body portion, ,v ^ \ 

e } \ - N ige are 6 ^ ^ * *. 

, t media message: and 

insert the media characteristics of the multimedia message into the multimedia 
message. 
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12. (Currently amended) A messaging server, comprising a processor configured 

to: 

obtain media characteristics of a multimedia message that are inserted into the 
multimedia message intended for a receiving terminal, wherein the media characteristics of 
the multimedia message comprise at least one of the following: a number of frames, a 
or a sampling rate of audio content o ^ v ^ ^ o „ 

s " ^o has a he-ides portion and 3 body portion 

- "?:a r essage.are rs^eo ,r»*o a *icid in ih* N^d^rpo" : % 
us:; and 

decide whether the multimedia message should be transcoded based only on 
comparing the media characteristics of the multimedia message with actual or assumed 
multimedia capabilities of the receiving terminal. 
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13. (Currently amended) A system, comprising a sending terminal and a messaging 
server, wherein: 

the sending terminal is configured to insert, into a multimedia message for a 
receiving terminal, media characteristics of the multimedia message sufficient in detail to 
enable determining whether the multimedia message should be transcoded to 
accommodate multimedia capabilities of the receiving terminal, wherein the media 
characteristics of the multimedia message comprise at least one of the following: a number 
of frames, a-frame-fa te of v is u al contonk~or a sampling rate of audio content, v: : >., ! '. iv-:; 

* ' a m^tSW.. has a \-^M^MS9^BD.M^3^9MM^9Z^ - ' • 
characteris tics of the multimedia message are inserted into a field in the header pon k gj 
,~ a nessacje and 

the messaging server is configured to read the media characteristics of the 
multimedia message and decide whether the multimedia message should be transcoded 
based only on a comparison of the media characteristics and actual or assumed 
multimedia capabilities of the receiving terminal. 

14. (Previously presented) A system as in claim 13, wherein the messaging server is 
further configured to transcode the multimedia message based on the inserted media 
characteristics and the actual or assumed multimedia capabilities of the receiving terminal, 
without performing an analysis of the multimedia message to determine media characteristics 
of the multimedia message relevant to deciding whether transcoding is needed. 
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15. (Previously presented) A system as in claim 13, wherein the messaging server is 
further configured to send the multimedia message to a transcoding server if transcoding is 
needed, and the transcoding server is configured to use the inserted media characteristics to 
decide if transcoding is needed. 

16. (Previously presented) A system as in claim 13, wherein the messaging server is 
further configured to send the multimedia message to a transcoding server if transcoding is 
needed, and the transcoding server is configured to use the inserted media characteristics to 
decide which parts of the message need transcoding. 

17. (Previously presented) A system as in claim 13, wherein the messaging server is 
further configured to determine, from the inserted media characteristics, which parts of the 
multimedia message need transcoding and to send the multimedia message to a transcoding 
server if transcoding is needed for any message part, and to include in the multimedia 
message an indication of which parts of the multimedia message need transcoding. 

1 8. (Previously presented) A system as in claim 1 3, further comprising a transcoding 
engine for transcoding the multimedia message, wherein the transcoding is performed based 
on a comparison of the inserted media characteristics and the actual or assumed multimedia 
capabilities of the receiving terminal, without performing an analysis of the multimedia 
message to determine whether transcoding is needed. 
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1 9. (Previously presented) A computer program product comprising: a computer 
readable storage structure embodying computer program code thereon for execution by a 
computer processor in a sending terminal, wherein said computer program code includes 
instructions for performing the method of claim 21 . 

20. (Previously presented) A computer program product comprising: a computer 
readable storage structure embodying computer program code thereon for execution by a 
computer processor in a messaging server, wherein said computer program code includes 
instructions for performing the method of claim 24. 

21 . (Currently amended) A method for use by a sending terminal comprising: 
determining media characteristics for media components of a multimedia message 

intended for a receiving terminal, wherein the media characteristics of the multimedia 
message are sufficient in detail to enable determining whether the multimedia message 
should be transcoded to accommodate multimedia capabilities of the receiving terminal, 
further wherein the media characteristics of the multimedia message comprise at least one 
of the following: a number of frames, a-ffame-fate-0l-visyai"GeFrteRtrOr a sampling rate of 
audio content o edla message has a header portion and a body oo-i on 

a d : ] odia message are inserted into a field \n the 

ige; and 

inserting the media characteristics of the multimedia message into the multimedia 
message. 
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22. (Canceled) ^w-a- ^ o-a--^ ^ : v^-^ ^ ^\--^-va 0 i 



23. (Canceled) A-me 



24. (Currently amended) A method for use by a messaging server comprising: 
obtaining media characteristics of the multimedia message that are inserted into the 
multimedia message intended for a receiving terminal, wherein the media characteristics of 
the multimedia message comprise at least one of the following: a number of frames, a 
frame rate of visual content, or a sampling rate of audio content 



. ested into a field in the header portio n of the mus t;;' 

" ^ ,\ and 

deciding whether the multimedia message should be transcoded based only on a 
comparison of the inserted media characteristics and actual or assumed multimedia 
capabilities of the receiving terminal. 



25. (Canceled) -" * N ^ , - N - \v ^ % , - 

- v o *a N \ m el d i n tho hoad en * seat. * 
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26. (Canceled) 

, ^ , message-: 

27. (Currently amended) An apparatus for transmitting a multimedia message, the 
apparatus comprising a processor configured to: 

determine media characteristics for a media component of the multimedia message, 
wherein the media characteristics of the multimedia message comprise at least one of the 
following: a number of frames, a frame rate of visual content, or a sampling rate of audio 
content, wherein the multimedia message has a header portion and s hog.' ocmon, and 
tn? ; -nedla ch aracteristics of the m ultimedia message are inserted mi 
portion of the multimedia message; and 

insert the media characteristics of the multimedia message into the multimedia 
message. 

28. (Canceled) An-appafato s as i n c l a i m 27, where i n the mu l t i m e dia message -kas-a 
^evK4^i■x ? ^^K■)fv■^{■>■a■^te ed y portion, ( 

- v ^heaeteFof the multimedia message 

29. (Canceled) An-s 
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30. (Currently amended) A method for transmitting a multimedia message, the 
method comprising: 

determining media characteristics for a media component of the multimedia 
message, wherein the media characteristics of the multimedia message comprise at least 
one of the following: a number of frames or a sampling rate 

of audio contents wherein the multimedia message ha;> n ho^ic; norths" and a body 

< :i header portion of the muitimedia message; and 

inserting the media characteristics of the multimedia message in the multimedia 
message. 

31 . (Canceled) A method as i n c l a i m 30, where i n the mu l t i med ia ^e^-^ f^s ^ 

v v " ,-v^l-a-bQdy portion, and the media characteristics of the multmv* s « 

32. (Canceled) A- method as i n o i a i m 30, where i n the mu l t i med i a mossage-ka&-a 
;r-ovk &f-4k " t^e- body of the multimedia message. 
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33. (Currently amended) An apparatus for processing a multimedia message, the 
apparatus comprising a processor configured to: 

receive media characteristics of a media component of the multimedia message in a 
field of the multimedia message, wherein the media characteristics of the multimedia 
message comprise at least one of the following: a number of frames, a } s i » o f vi s u a 
u-k-s\or a sampling rate of audio content w ^ . - ^ . • ha^ s 



t 1 •> .;]-■ are ^sorted ;r»to a ?i«!d in the Reader portion .of • ; and 

determine whether the multimedia message should be transcoded based at least in 
part on a comparison of the received media characteristics of the multimedia message and 
actual or assumed multimedia capabilities of a receiving terminal. 

34. (Canceled) Aa-apparatus as in claim 33, wherein the muitimediarffiessage 4v*s -j> 
> vi ^d-a-teGdy--pe#4{^ r ^ 

, ) d *fi th e header of the multimedia rnessager 

35. (Canceled) Afh apparatus as i n cla i m 33, wher ei n th e mu l t i m e d i a me s sa §e-£as--a 



nd the media characte 



ftiea-aea-a-^iv-^^ 




evide N ^e-body of t ho mul t imodi 



13 



Atty. Docket No.: 944-003.214 
Serial No. 10/765,576 

36. (Previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 33, wherein the processor is 
further configured to: 

determine media components of the multimedia message which need transcoding 
based at least on the respective received media characteristics; and 

transmit at least a part of the multimedia message to a transcoding server. 

37. (Previously presented) An apparatus as in claim 33, wherein the processor is 
further configured to: 

transcode a media component of the message based at least on the actual or 
assumed multimedia capabilities of the receiving terminal. 

38. (Currently amended) A method for processing a multimedia message, the method 
comprising: 

receiving media characteristics of a media component of the multimedia message in 
a field of the multimedia message, wherein the media characteristics of the multimedia 
message comprise at least one of the following: a number of frames, ^ ^ n 
< € *■ ^ or a sampling rate of audio content, wherein the multimedia message has a 

er portion and a d - , and the media char acteristics of the multimedia 

^ N ^ \ - - - ' " header portion of t he multimedia message and 

determining whether the multimedia message should be transcoded based at least 
in part on a comparison of the received media characteristics of the multimedia message 
and actual or assumed multimedia capabilities of a receiving terminal. 
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39. (Canceled) c oi a i m 38 where i n th e mu l t i m e d i a moBG aQe-faas-a 

40. (Canceled) 

■j-.K-vH-1-y-portion and a body portion , and t he m e dia oharacte r--^-y=-^U^^ 
afe-fBcewed-in a header field in the body of the multimedia message^ 

41 . (Previously presented) A method as in claim 38, further comprising: 
determining which media components of the multimedia message need transcoding 

based at least on the respective received media characteristics; and 

transmitting to a transcoding server at least the media components of the 
multimedia message that need transcoding. 

42. (Previously presented) A method as in claim 38, further comprising: 
transcoding a media component of the multimedia message based at least on the 

actual or assumed multimedia capabilities of the receiving terminal. 

Claims 43-47. (canceled) 
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48. (Currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

means for receiving media characteristics of a multimedia message that are 
inserted in a field of the multimedia message, wherein the media characteristics of the 
multimedia message comprise at least one of the following: a number of frames, a ff ame 
,v ^ . N \ ora sampling rate of audio content ^ , v 



,vjo; and 

means for determining whether the multimedia message should be transcoded 
based on a comparison of the media characteristics of the multimedia message and actual 
or assumed multimedia capabilities of a receiving terminal. 
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